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CLAIMS 

1 . A method of transferring ownership of a volume comprising of a plurality of disks 
from a source file server to a destination file server comprising the steps of: 

changing ownership of the plurality of disks to an un-owned state from a state of 
source file server ownership; and 

changing ownership of the plurality of disks to a state of destination file server 

ownership from the un-owned state. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the step of changing ownership of the plurality of 
disks to an un-owned state further comprises the steps of: 

changing a first ownership attribute of the disks to an un-owned state; and 
changing a second ownership attribute of the disks to an un-owned state. 

3 . The method of claim 1 wherein the step of changing ownership of the disks to a 
destination file server ownership further comprises the steps of: 

changing a first ownership attribute of the disks to a destination file server state; 

and 

changing a second ownership attribute of the disks to a destination file server 

state. 

4. A method for transferring ownership of a volume having a plurality of disks, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

sending a first message to a source file server; 
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4 receiving a response from the source file server; 

5 aborting in response to the response containing abort information; 

6 verifying that the volume can be transferred in response to the response not con- 

7 taining abort information; 

8 sending a second message to the source file server; and 

9 performing a second part of a transfer process in response to a message received 

10 from the source file server. 

1 5. The method of claim 4 wherein the second part of the transfer process further 

2 comprises the steps of: 

3 changing a first ownership attribute of the disks to a destination file server state; 

4 and 

5 changing a second ownership attribute of the disks to a destination file server 

6 state. 

1 6. A method for transferring ownership of a volume having a plurality of disks com- 

2 prising the steps of: 

3 verifying that the disks can be transferred in response to an initial request from a 

4 destination file server; 

5 sending an acknowledgement to the destination file server; 

6 receiving a second message from the destination file server; 

7 aborting if the second message contains abort information; 
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8 changing the volume to an off-line status in response to the second message not 

9 containing abort information; 

10 performing a first part of a transfer process; and 

1 1 sending a third message to the destination file server, 

1 7. The method of claim 6 wherein the first part of the transfer process further com- 

2 prises the steps of: 

3 changing a first ownership attribute of the disks to an un-owned state; and 

4 changing a second ownership attribute of the disks to an un-owned state. 

1 8. A method of transferring ownership of a volume having a plurality of disks com- 

2 prising the steps of: 

3 writing a first destination log file; 

4 verifying that the plurality of disks can be transferred; 

5 writing a first source log file; 

6 verifying that the volume can be accepted by the destination; 

7 writing a second destination log file; 

8 writing a second source log file 

9 performing a first part of a transfer process; 

10 writing a third source log file; 

1 1 writing a third destination log file; 

12 performing a second part of the transfer process; and 

13 erasing the previously written logs. 
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9. A method of transferring ownership of a volume having a plurality of disks com- 
prising the steps of: 

writing a first log file; 

performing a first part of a transfer process; 

writing a second log file; and 

performing a second part of a transfer process. 

10. A computer-readable medium for modifying ownership of disks relative to a 
source file server and a destination file server, the computer-readable medium including 
instructions for performing the steps of: 

in the source file server, moving the disks from a source-owned state to an un- 
owned state; and 

in the destination file server, moving the disks from the un-owned state to a desti- 
nation-owned state. 

1 1 . The computer-readable medium of claim 1 0 wherein the step of moving the disks 
to an un-owned state further comprises the steps of: 

changing first ownership attribute of the disks to an un-owned state; and 
changing a second ownership attribute of the disks to an un-owned state. 

12. The computer-readable medium of claim 10 wherein the step of moving the disks 
from an un-owned state to a destination-owned state further comprises the steps of: 
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changing first ownership attribute of the disks to a destination-owned state; and 
changing a second ownership attribute of the disks to a destination-owned state. 

13. A system for transferring ownership of a volume having a disk from a source file 
server to a destination file server, the system comprising: 

means for changing ownership of the disk from a state of source file server own- 
ership to an un-owned state; and 

means for changing the disk from an un-owned state to a destination file server- 
owned state. 

14. The system of claim 13 wherein the means for changing ownership of the disk 
from a state of source file server ownership to an un-owned state further comprises: 

means for changing ownership information stored in a predetermined sector of the 
disk to an un-owned state; and 

means for changing small computer system interface level 3 reservation of the 
disk to an un-owned state. 

1 5 . The system of claim 1 3 wherein the means for changing the disk from an un- 
owned state to a destination file server-owned state further comprises: 

means for changing ownership information stored in a predetermined sector of the 
disk to a destination file server-owned state; and 

means for changing small computer system interface level 3 reservation of the 
disk to a destination file server-owned state. 
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